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weight or stop smoking. The idea.t that 6ccur during the trance seem 
··remarkably firm and vivid. 

Nonetheless, nothing that happened to Tony Dilisio on the state's couch 
·_ and thus none of what he parroted later. under oath - is what rational 
people mean by "testimony." Some other descriptions come to mind: 
suggestion, prompting, manipulation. But Dilisio, who bas grown into a man 
of straight talk. now prefers the blunt term "brainwashing. " Seems as good a 
word as any. 

On the strength of this hocus•pocus - and on the basis of no other 
evidence whatsoever - that state of Florida is about to electrocute a human 
being. You and I will provide the electricicy and the authority by which it· is 
administered. We will kill Joe Spaziano without any rational belief that be is 
guilty of murder. 

Governor Chiles can prevent that by withdrawing the death warrant and 
seeking a vote of clemency from the Florida Cabinet. If he does not, the 
<;Witch that kills Joe Spaziano on June 27 will at the same instant deprive us all 
of our innocence. 'i1J 
Mr. Spaziano' s conviction and sentence are bottomed on the testimony of a sixteen 

year old young man~ho was vulnerable to chemical dependency and co police maoipldation / 

and "brainwashing,"..£ who at the time hared Mr. Spaziano, and who was granted / 

immunity before he "remembered" a bizarre and inconsistent tale about Mr. Spaziano 
· L ...... ,., 114 ,., .• ,.;J' 

allegedl:y taking him to a body and making inculpatory statements abouj• YlietinlJI death. 

The witness is Anthony Dilisio, and all agree that without his testimony there was no case 

againsr Mr. Spaziano. In an extraordinary ace of Christian faith and courage, Mr. Dilisio, 

through his counsel, has joined in this petition for clemency for Mr. Spaziano. 

As the state argued to the jury in closing, if they did not believe Mr. Dilisio, they had 

to acquit Mr. Spaziano. This closing argument proved to be prophetic. After considerable 

deliberatiOn, the jury expressed that it was having trouble reaching a verdict. The jury was 

·thentold'by·the court that it was their duty to try to agree upon a verdict. They tried ••in 
6 
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unbelievability of the hypnotically refreshed testimony of Anthony Dilisio. lndelril, dae 

Florida Supreme Court has held that hypnotically refreshed evidence is so unreliabJe as to be 

inadmissible in Florida, but this decision came too late for Mr. Spaziano. Stokes v. Staze. 

548 So. 2d 188 (Fla. 1989); Bundy v. Dugger, 850 F.2d 1402 (11th Cir. 1987). 

Mr. Dilisio's crucial tesrimony was that Mr. Spaziano took him to a dumpwmre a 

dead human body was located, indicated ro Mr. Dilisio that he, Spaziano, had killed die 

person, and described how he did so. Mr. Dilisio also testified about his recollection of the 

condition of the body. Further, Mr. Dilisio testified at trial that photographs of the location 

where Laura Harberts' body was found looked -like the area where he had allegedly lc:Jlle 

with Mr. Spaziano. 

It was a powerful yarn, and it was the alleged trip to where the body was k>caltd 

which convicted Mr. Spaziano and which resulted in the judge's disregard of the jury 

recommendation of life. The problem is that it wasn't true. On this point Mr. Dili&io is 

clear and emphatic. There was a trip to a dump, but it was with The police - not wilb Joe 
l 

: . " f . 
Spazian~. t> O ;,\' 

I~ June 1995, Anthony Dilisio, @s!II.~~ s ~l!!Y meaning1ill witness agalnst 1oeoph 

Spaziano at rhe original trial, agreed to join in chis petition for clemency. At the time of the 

trial, Dilisio was a confused kid who was manipulated by the police. He has matund into a 
•; 

responsiJ>le adult, now working to the best of his ability to save the life of the man die police 

used him to frame two decades ago. 

(/ 
I 

tke1r /·' 
Wot!~" united in}mr belief that no person ~ not even an Outlaw - ought to be· killed 

f the testimony of the.J975 aI1d 1975 Anthony Dilisio. Mr. Dilisio has said 
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some ih;onsistent things in his unaccustomed and newfound celebrity of late, but a bedrock 

conviction has never wavered: No person should be executed because of his youtllful 

testimony two decades ago . 

. '.The state of Florida cannot elide the simple fact a;._it has tried to execute a man -

four times in 20 years, so far - based on restimony that was either (1) perjured, or (2) me 
-; 

produc~ .. of the pseudoscience of "repressed memory" and the warping effects of hideously / 

sugesti~e hypnosis sessions with f?'ftte xesc of htsett A:J-9" 

Clemency therefore is not dependent on believing what Dilisio now says. If oae does 

believe Dilisio the man - as opposed to Dilisio the scared, vulnerable and manipulated kid 

- then;the stare clearly has no case against Mr. Spaziano. But even if one doesn't believe 

the Dilisio of today. it is funher evidence of the unreliabilityo if all of his testimony that was 

the product of police menipulation - by means of the pseudoscience of repressed "memory," 

grotesq~ely suggestive hypnotism sessions with a montebank police "ethical hypnotist" wbo 

has a track record of railroading at least two other· men - Pitts and Lee - onto diealh row. 
-

Mr. Dilisio in 1995 said it best: "I'm apalled that a man could be executed on the basis of 

my testimony when I was a terrified kid." 

II. THE HOMICIDE 

90 39'i1d 

Starke, Florida - "Crazy 
Joe" Spaziano - biker, doper, and 
the most popular guy ori death row 
- is sch~duled to be executed in 16 
days. But now the witness whose 
testimony convicted him can't 
remember a thing. 

He [Anthony Dilisio] can't 
remember Crazy Joe's taking him 
out fo a back-woods dump 22 years 

9 
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The answer, Mr. Spaziano submits, is that the jury override in his case ,,.... die l'OSUlt 

of pine.er-like constraints on the jury's ability to exercise its decision making power in a 

reasonable manner. On one hand, the jury was deprived of the ability accurately to puge 

the weight of the evidence against Mr. Spaziano because of the failure to charge lOllm' 

included offenses at the guilt-innocence phase of the trial. On the oTher band, the jury's 

apparent attempt to proportion its verdict to Mr. Spaziano' s culpability at the senil:mciag 

phase was overridden by the judge. 
,, 

Mr. Spaziano has argued in the courts that doubt about guilt is a matter ca:lliDa for a 

life sentence in his case. But the law of Florida is clear that such doubt is not a matter for 

the courts to consider in deciding penalty. E.g., Buford v. Slate, 403 So. 2d 943. 953 (Fla. 

1981). This posirion defies common sense and reality, but it is the law in the Florida courts. 

For this reason, it falls to this Board as the entity of Florida government able to c.ons.i4er the 

essential. faces of this case: that the state's case of guilt was weak, and that such woakmss 

fonned •il reasonable basis for the jury's life recommendation. 
A p~~ -

Mbrief observations about the timing of this clemency application are in order. 

First, Mr. Spaziano• s case has languished for two decades in the courts. The cowu have . . 

deployed an army of procedural technicalities to avoid confronting the core legal - and 

moral ; issue in this? case: that Mr. Spaziano did not murder Laura Lynn Harbenst nor did 

he rape and slash Vanessa Dale Croft. Enough is enough. He seeks clemency now in order 

to avoid a last minute, eleventh hour clemency process; the issues he raises are grave, and 

the Board should have sufficient time to consider them carefully. Second, Mr. Spuiaao has 

before unsuccessfully petitioned for clemency. However, the postconviction investiplion 
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undertaken by counsel has revealed a wealth of previously unknown information .... this 
~ 

' 
case. Invesrigations - our own; the Miami Heral.d's; FDLE's - are ongoing, Ud, 11 new 

' <' 

infonnationr eaches us, we will provide it to this Board. 

\~atever faith we possessed initially in rhe objectivity or integrity of the Florida 

Department of Law Enforcement investigation into what actually happened in this case in the 

mid-1970s has evaporared. The ltinvestigation" is beginning to smell more like a whbl:wash. / 

First, FDLE's institurional and bureaucratic bias in favor of validating the earlier ss.ate 

governmental actors - police and prosecutors - is too obvious to requrie much .~nt. In 

this "inyestigation," Florida governmental agents are investigting tN alleged mi~ of / 

other Florida governmental agents, and the outcome of such an "investigation" may be 

expected ro be thuddingly predictable. Such bias in favor of the police and prose.c'*>n in 

1975 and 1976 is the simplest explanation for the way in which FDLE has caniedout its 

"investi~ation." For example: ~d, FDLE initially said that it was anxious to poly&r1Ph 

Dilisio; •. but when we insisted that such a polygraph ought to be reliable and prof~~Uy 

done, the FDLE lost interest. Third, the thrust of FDLE's investigation to date appeKS to -1 

be an attempt to smear and discredit Anthony Dilisio. by interviewing his friends aa4 II.is 

/ 

/ 

family ~embers, apparently with an eye to discrediting Anthony Dilisio's memory .of tDday, 

as opposed to attempting to ascertain why and under what circumstances Dilisio ami Mr. 
· F• " r1h, ,/"" 

Spaziano were manipulated by the police in the mid-1970s. ~two weeks have now 1one 

by since FDLE videotaped its interview with Mr. Dilisio, and the repeated requests by 

counsel for Mr. Spaziano and Mr. Dilisio for a coy of the videotape have been lllC( wilb a 

stone wall of silence. Rather, scare officials have selectively leaked supposed infomw«ion 

14 
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supposedly said by Mr. Dilisio on the supposed videotape~. the Governor's pneral 

counsel has been quoted in the media as stating that he sees "nothing new here". 

norwithstanding the ongoing Herald and FDLE investigations. tese facts - and die I<>tPcal .,,..,,,, 

inferences about the quality and the integrity of FDLE's "investigation" do not~ 

confidence that the FDLE'S agenda isfo provide political cover for the signing of amtlaer ~ 
tkf\y't'J..., .... , ff\.ote r"-•" ... 

death warrant. rr\,o..f\ c.."""' ~ r Je...s t 7 ",.J. 
B. The Evidence At Trial 

We are convinced chat Mr. Spaziano is innocent, but we can't prove it with forensic 

cerrainty. We have no compelling physical or testimonial evidence proving that Mr. Spaziano 
~ . 

did not .. commit the crime for which he is condemned to die. What our investigators have 

done is; more a matter of vaporizing the state's case of guilt than proving his inn0cence, 

which, 'we know, isn't the same thing. 

No trail of blood led from a white Ford Bronco to Mr. Spaziano's front door; DO 

physical' evidence whatsoever linked Mr. Spaziano to the victim - no DNA, no fqerprints, 
~ 

no blood type matching, no ballistics. Mr. Spaziano was accused of murdering Laura Lynn 

Harben:§. a vibrant young woman whose body was discovered in a garbage dwnp in 

Seminole County, Florida, on August 21, 1973. She was identified by dental reco~, and 

was last, seen alive on August 5, 1973. 

L 

Beverly Fink was Laura Harberts' roommate in Orlando. According to Ms .. Fink, the 

last time she saw Ms. Harberts was on a Sunday afternoon, about August 5, 1973.·Thc 

previous night, Ms. Fink and her boyfriend, Jack Mallen, were preparing to leave their 

apartme~t. At that time, Ms. Harberts was on the phone and, as Fink and Mallen Were 
-:f 

15 

60 39'v'd 0113W W £0!90 P661/L0/10 



The jurors' life recommendation in the face of this hoITible crime reflecred dllllir 

lingering doubt about Mr. Spaziano's guilt for first-degree murder. Recourse to me Florida 

courts on this issue is not available. because the Supreme Coun of Florida bas not ~vo­

cally ruled that, as a matter of law, lingering doubt about guilt cannot be considerad as a 

mitigating circumstance in setting penalty. Buford, 403 So. 2d; King, 514 So. 2d. Tb.ii 

doubt becomes oveITiding when one considers facts not before the jury: manipulalion by the 

police Cf young Anthony Dilisio and the personal history of Joseph Spaziano. 

1. Infonnation Disclosed Subsequent to Trial Further Undenniaes dse 
St.ate' s Case of Guilt 

" / The Pseudoscience of "Repressed" Memory " Released lbrough v' a. 
PoHce Hypnosis: "Nonsense on Stilts" 

The theory of "repressed memory" is breathtakingly simple - and breathf.lki.ngly 
\ S -.1 FPf!/ reJ '-'1 Tr-~lf:\c t ,.. .. u""-. 

idiotic: The best evidence that y01,\l18ll'8 awse~ long, long ago - is that you have DO 
~ rti...>J~ r-, ~ cJ 

memory: of bein~~ long, long ago. This is a circular tautology wonhy of Onvell. And 

the criminal justice system's acceptance of such nonsence in this capit.al case could have been 
/ 

• 0 " ... "°' J ttJ °'1 ~ scripted \by Katlc,(' 

,,_; f' J. ~J t Two weeks into the most recent death warrant, I realized that this was a rel>resaed / ,,-
Sr 1~"s~ ~ Dr. ~ · 
C 

0 memory~.;· case.) tracked downJ.Richard Ofshe, the national expen on the subject. at his J . °' froFrJS•r ... T 8~,./t .. I•)' ._,.. 
vacation. in the Bahamas. Of she put his vacation on hold for about 27 straight hOQl'S, and he 

wrote a report on Mr. Spaziano' s case. 

The bases for his opinions were: the review of rranscripts of two of Mr. Diliaio's 

hypnosis, sessions with Joe McCawley; the written repons of Dr. Bernard Diamond and Dr. 

':Robert Buckhout, Miami Herald articles published by Lori Rosza on June 11, 1995. and 

30 

0T 38t'd 0113W ~·l Et>0095C:C:08 EC:~90 t>55T/L0/T0 



;&o set of behavior or psychological symptoms bas been reliably shown u'JM"Db.cive 

of the accuracy of the "recovered memories" of trauma. 18 This view has also~ ...,oned 

by an ~erican Psychological Association Working Group which reported "there is no single 
:t} 

sec of symptoms which automatically means that a person was a \1ictim of childhood 1n.ual 

Symptoms such as depression, anxiety, sexual dysfunction, eating disorders, or low 

self est~~m are nor specific in etiology to sexual abuse. They may be caused. by ~~hiaory of 
~ . 
h-

sexual .a.buse or they may stem from other sources.: Empirical findings, therefore, do not 
·1 . 

support 
1 
a strong causal link from known trauma to any specific set of symptoms. i.J. 

®r. ~fshe, in his review of the use and misuse of popular and clirlicat 

"symptom lists" explains: 
~,' 

J?ven though some of the disorders listed can result from abuse, it does not 
4iean that someone with these symptoms can be expected to have experienced 
almse. Depression, self-destructive behavi9r, anxiety, feelings of isolation aad 
sllgma, and poor self-esteem do not result only from child abuse but from ~ 
l~rge number of experiences, chemical imba,Jances, genetic factors, behavim, 
Qf combinations of these factors .... The notion that psychiatrists, bec&Wllp of 

HEAL: WOMEN HEALING FROM SEXUAL ABUSE, Harper and Row, New York, simply say, "If 
you think you were abused and your life shows the symptoms, then you were." 

18Lindsay and Read {1994). 

19Aqierican Psychological Association (1994). 

2°THE DIAGNOSTIC AND STATISTICAL MANUAL OP MENTAL DISORDERS, published by the 
Americ~n Psychiatric Association to aid professionals in identifying mental disorder&, abn.ost 
complet~ly omits any discussion of underlying causes of syndromes. Dr. Robert L. Spimr, 
cask force chairman for the DSM is quoted as saying, "The emphasis is on description of the 
problem, not rhe why and how, because in most cases we don't really know." in Slovenlro, 
~'.(t2-~4} "Syndrome evidence in establishing a stressor," JOURNAL OF PSYCHIATRY AND 
LAW, p.;,447. 
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true feelings about the case." He discovered that he believed Freddie Pittseaad 
Wilbert Lee were guilty. 

Following Willie Mae Lee, Judge Fitzpatrick took the witness stand for 
the srate. He told how he had interviewed Freddie Pitts and Wilben Lee in 
the privacy of his chambers during his frrsc encounter with them and how they 
~1aid they had not been mistreated. It was an intriguing assenion: How could 
the judge have questiOned only Freddie' Pitts and Wilbert Lee at that time? 
'Why not Lambson Smith, Jr., as well? Smith was before him at the same 
hearing. 

All three had been charged with first-degree murder at the time. 
Block, however, deemed it unwise to cross-examine Judge Fitzpatrick 
aggressively. Embarrassing him before Judge Holley, Block felt, would reap 
dnly harm. He let the matter slide. 

Judge Fitzpatrick also testified that he had told both defendants that 
t~ey did not have to testify at the mercy hearing. · 

"And if the trial transcript does not reflect that, could it possibly be 
th.at you think you did it but it might not liave happened?" Block asked 
politely. 

''If it's not in the transcript, then I can'[t explain why it's not," Judge 
Fitzpatrick said. It wasn't. He was mistaken. 

1.e; David Carl Gaskin, the lawyer from Wewahitchka; County Judge Sam 
Husband; George Y. Core, the court clerk; Robert Sidwell, the volunteer Civil 
Oefense chauffeur, all took the witness stand to say they never saw anyone : 
mistreat the defendants in 1963 and that they never saw any signs of a beating. 
Joe Townsend and Deputy Wayne White also testified, assening that the 1963 
confessions had been free and voluntary. 

b. Hypnosis in Florida Courts: You Are Getting Sleepy 

S~bsequent to Mr. Spaziano's trial and direct appeal, the Florida Supreme ~oun 

decided Bundy v. State, 471 So. 2d 9 (Fla. 1985), holding that hypnotically-refreshed 

testimony, such as Dilisio's, would be per se inadmissible. The Florida Supreme Court in 

Bundy sl,Jrveyed the analyses of the hypnotism question made by courts of other jurisdictions 

·and concluded: 

64 
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Mr. Spa~iano was an incriminating piece of circumstantial evideuce militating conviction. 
if:,,~ :,~, 

Indeed, ,ne state has consistently argued that this evidence is highly incriminating dlroupout 
!;c 

the various state court proceedings. 

Yet, we now know from review of the recently disclosed police files that the police 

had detetmined that the caller was indeed Joe Suarez and chat the state failed to disclose this 

fact. Suarez was connected to five sexual assaults in the area around the time of this murder. 

1 Lo...ur-.. lto.r~c.rT.s' , 
Indeed. fhe first was on the day orjhe: deecdent;l_ disappearance. Several of the victims made 

positive :I~entifications. After he was interviewed tpy the police, Suarez left town. Attempts 
~ ' ~f 
~ 

by coun~~l to locate Suarez have, to date, been unsuccessful. 

(2) Joe Suarez and .The Victim Were Together On the Night 
of Her Disappearance 

J~e Suarez denied to the police that he had been with Ms. Harberts on AuJ.t S, 

1973. Yet, in an undisclosed documented interview, the police were able to concll.lde that 

Suarez ~~as with Ms. Harberts on the night of her disappearance. 

., 
v, 

' )., 
(3) The Lynwoo~ ,Tate Information 

. ; ; 
f~ 

Ouring the investigation, the state believed that the decedent's killer was Lynwood 

Tate, although none of the documents suggesting Mr. Tate's guilt were disclosed to the 

defense .. r. Mr. Tate was given several polygraph tests about his role in the killing alJd failed. 
i 
' He was a known rapist in the area and all of the investigators involved concluded that Tate 

had comhiitted the murder. Tate told the investigators ''on several occasions" that."he didn't 
l .. 

know wl~ether he committed the murder" and "that if he did, he would like to know it." At 
;;;.:;_ -.. ~ ,' 

th --~ ,~); 

one timer "an indication was made [by Tate] that ·i:here was a possibility that he may have 
~ . 
"· 

done thi$. and did not know it:" Most important; the police located an eyewitness, Mr. 
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Affidavit of Ida Spaziano. 

III. THE BRUTAL RAPE AND MUTILATION OF VANESSA DALE CROFT 

In May, 1975, Mr. Spaziano was charged in a three count information with fo.Rl':ible 
·0 

carnal k~owledge in violation of § 794.01. Florida Statutes (1973), assault with in~ to 

murder in violation of§ 784.06, Florida Statutes (1973), and with aggravated battay in 

violation of§ 784.05, Florida Statutes (1973). The case was tried before a jury in me Circuit 

Court of the Ninth Judicial Circuit, Orange County, Florida. On August 13, 1975, Mr. 

SpazianJ was convicted of forcible carnal knowledge and aggravated assault, for which be 

was sent~nced to life imprisonment and to five years, on each charge respectively.~~ The 
; 
b 

convicti~n and sentence were affirmed by the Florida Second District Court of A~. 

Spazian<ic v. State, No. 75-1610 (Fla. 4th DCA,1977). 
1 r~ ;.. 

' ,. 
On July 24, 1989, Mr. Spaziano filed his petition for writ of habeas corpus in federal 

district court. The petition only raised the tattoo issue, discussed below. The dis"t court 

issued a';~how cause order and the State responded. Mr. Spaziano then filed a reply 

memoranda attaching additional affidavits and exhibits. 

f ' 
qn May 11, 1990, the district court denied relief, holding that Mr. Spazia:nO's claims 

were prdfedurally barred and, alternatively, thathe had not established his claims 011 the 
) '' "~ 

merits. ~n May 23, 1990, the district court issued a supplemental order to correct,an error 

in its fin~l order. The Eleventh Circuit affirmed the district court's order denying relief. 

Dilisio Redux: Anthony Dilisio - Again 

o(\\r v-s~y r--o o..f/rr-c.1"/t_ '!-kt! 
( ('f'., f ll'f "'" c ~ O'? J' rf r J/ o!J 

A. 

Ttl---.~ 

52M~. Spaziano' s motion for judgment of acquittal was granted as to court ll, assault with 

intent tof murder. t-(' ir; ff'(/ "Y .. · a, t- r- ft... ~ r °' A t 
i', 1-r c ~ r c }12. rt- o f' c ~ J r I r11 
t' ~~\\ '... 
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Q: You say you have no funher indication in your notes, so you are not 
tertain. then. whether or not she made an answer and said, "I don't recall." or 
~hether anything was said or any remarks made at all? 
., 

A: The only thing I can say for sure is that if she had made this statement. I 
would have noted it. ' 

~: If she had said something about tattoos, it wouid have been in there? 

A: Or scars, or any other identifying information. 

Q: But, if she had said, ''I don't know, don't remember," you wouldn't have 
1~ut it down? 

A: I probably wound not have. 

(T 336-338). 

Theresa Frederick, a friend of the victim testified that Ms. Croft indicated to her that 

she con~umed marijuana on the night in question (T-342, 348-349). Ms. Croft also to.Id 1-er 

chat one ;of Ms. Croft's assailants had reddish-blonde hair (T 358). Ms. Frederick also 

testified :that Ms. Croft did not mention any tattoos (T 357). 

Dr. Guillermo Ruiz, a medical examiner for Orange County, examined the victim on 

February 10, 1974 and found lacerations in the area of the eyes (T 370). He also telled for 

spermatozoa in the genital area, but the tests indicated that the victim had not had iDlercourse 

for thre~ weeks (T 374-375). Dr. Ruiz stated that, in his opinion, Ms. Croft did not have 
,"\ . . , 

intercou;se with any person within a period of twenty-four hours prior to his exa.miJiation (T 

376-377j. 
;:f / a. The Rape ictim Flunked a Polygi;a,.ph 

Fe>r two decades. the state sandbagged Mr. Spaziano's attempts to ascertain.whetbcr 

the pros~~ution lawlessly withheld exculpatory evidence. In June 1995, the state infonDcd 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Michael 

FROM: Laura 

DATE; June 26, 1995 

.. 

Mr. Spaziano and Mr. Dilisio srand unitedJn their belief that no peBon - noi eve.n 
. ,. 

an Omlaw - ought to be killed on tile basis of the testimony of the 1975 and 197) AJ\tbony 

Dilisio. Mr. Dilisio has said some inconsistent things in his unaccustomed and newfow:ad 

celebr,t~Y of late, but his bedrock conviction has .Jlever wavered: No person should b~ 
~- . 

eitecutfd because of his youthful testiinony two decades ago. 

iClemency therefore is not dependent on believing what Dilisio now says. If one docs 

believti Dilisio the man - as opposed to Dilisio th~. scared. vulnerable and manipulated kid 

- 1he1hhe state clearly has no case against Mr. Spaziano. But even if one doesn-'t ~ieve 

the Dn~sio of coday, it is further evidence of the unreliability of all of his testimony tl)at was 

/ 

-

~ .~~.,~ .·.. ,,--
the pr~duct of police manipulation - by means of the~ience of repressed "raemory.'' 

'" grotesquely suggestive hypnotism sessions with a mountebank police "ethical hypnotis~" who 

nas a track record of railroading at least two other men - Pitts and Lee - onto death; row. 

Mr. Dilisio in 1995 said it best: ''i'm appalled that a man could be executed on the basis of 

my testimony when I was a terrified kid. " 

.The scate of Florida cannot elide T.he simple fact that it has tried to exe.cute a man -
:'f:-, ; ' - ---- -- - - --

four tiip.es in 20 years. so far - based on testimony that was either (1) perjured. or (2) the 

-
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to: "ichael ltellD ~t Iii ~2959813 

product of the pseudoscience of ''repressed memory" and the warping effects of hideowly 

sugge,stive hypnosis sessions With a police hypnotist whom - at the lime of Mr. Spaz.iano's 

trials - had already been e~posed as a charlatan with a track record of sending innocent me.n 

to Florida's death row_ Either way, the execution of Joseph Spaziano on the basis of such 
~· . 

useh?ss,and unreliable testimony woutd offend the evolving standards of decency that mark 

the progress ot" a maturing society. 

1. THE HOMICIDE 

'.,.,: 
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