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 David Botkins, spokesman for the Department of Corrections said recently, 

What gets lost-in all the last-minute public relations ploys by the 
death penalty opponents and the defense, is the toll and trauma 
it takes on the victims and their families. 1 

The same is painfully true of executions. What gets lost in the zeal to execute a man 
is the toll it takes on his family. In this case, that toll would be unacceptable. By allowing 
the execution of Kenny Wilson to proceed, the Governor will deprive Mr. Wilson's two 
children, DeShawn, age thirteen, and Tyrone, t age 6, of the only parent in their lives, the 
only man in their lives, their primary source of guidance and their confidant. tt The 
difference to the criminal justice system between allowing Kenny Wilson to serve the 
remainder of his natural life in prison and killing him is insignificant compared to the 
difference allowing him to live would make in the lives of these children. We therefore ask 
the Governor. to commute Kenny Wilson's sentence to life without parole. 

"Whether fathers live in prisons or in neighborhoods, 
in households with or separated from their children, 
they have key roles in fostering their children's well
being. Children need their fathers, and fathers need 
their children. "2 

-Creasie Finney Hairston, Ph.D. 
Dean, Jane Addams School of Social Work 
and leading authority on incarcerated parents 

The idea that fathers can and should continue to parent their children from behind 
bars enjoys wide support in the scholarly literature on the subject. When fathers are 
incarcerated, they do not surrender their hopes, dreams, worries, and concerns about their 
children. According to Dr. James Garbarino, fathers who are physically separated from their 
children can still play a vital role in their children's development: 

Research on fathers separated from their children indicates that 
it is possible for physically separated fathers to be a vital force 
in the lives of their children. To accomplish this, a father needs 
to be "psychologically present" in the life of his children. This 
is done through the child receiving repeated messages that their 

t The children's names have been changed in this petition and the supporting materials 
in order to protect the children from the detrimental effects of publicity to the greatest extent 
possible. 

tt Primary source for information about family appears on videotape to be submitted 
separately. 
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 father thinks of them, cares about them, and is concerned about 

their behavior. Separated fathers do this through remembering 
birthdays and holidays and communicating with their children on 
these special days. They do it by providing feedback on their 
children's day to day lives, perhaps offering guidance and 
advice in light of the father's own experience.3 

Kenny Wilson does these things for his children and so much more. Kenny has 
always been a very involved and affectionate father. Before Kenny was incarcerated, he 
always made time to do things with his children. DeShawn remembers his father taking him 
places -- to the store or out to play. Kenny was the parent who signed DeShawn's home
work and report cards. Kenny encouraged DeShawn to do well in school, and he did. 
Kenny also was sure to make time to be with his youngest son, Tyrone. Had it been up to 
Tyrone, the two would have played all night. Tyrone is very attached to his father, and as a 
toddler he cried anytime Kenny left the house. 

Since his incarceration, Kenny has done all in his power to remain a father to his 
children. DeShawn and Tyrone speak to their father on the phone almost daily. Family 
members take the boys to visit Kenny at least every other month. Kenny and the boys 
exchange letters frequently. The boys often compete for the phone to talk to Kenny, both in 
the visiting room at the prison and at home. 

Kenny and his children talk about everyday things, as well as major life lessons. Not 
long after Kenny's arrest, for example, DeShawn began having trouble in school. He was 
acting out and his grades dropped. It was Kenny who intervened and gave his son the 
encouragement and support to get through this traumatic time. He and DeShawn had long 
discussions about the importance of staying off drugs and staying off the streets. They talked 
about the importance of setting goals and finishing school. With his father's help, DeShawn 
was able to get back on track. He talks to them about the importance of self-esteem, and 
helps DeShawn to be a role model for his little brother. Relatives always consult Kenny 
regarding how to discipline the children because the children have always minded Kenny -
both when he was out and since he has been in prison. 

Kenny Wilson's caliber of parenting is, for several reasons, highly unusual for an 
incarcerated father. There are numerous obstacles to an inmate's ability to be a father. 
Collect phone calls are expensive. Visitation, when it is possible, is often conducted in 
prison phone booths, or in glass rooms where privacy is unavailable. The security proce
dures required to enter a prison are often a discouragement to visitors including children and 
their custodians. 4 As a result of these and other factors, most imprisoned fathers do not see 
their children at all, and fewer than one-third of incarcerated fathers see their children on a 
regular basis. 5 Few incarcerated parents are able to achieve the level of parenting Kenny 
has. 

Experts point out that the fact of incarceration, and even the fact of having engaged in 
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criminal activity, does not automatically render a father a bad parent in the eyes of the child 
and the family. 6 Kenny Wilson is still the man that these children know and love as their 
father. He is the person they heed, and the person in whom they confide. This bond cannot 
easily be undone, and cannot ever be replaced. 

"The death of a parent is the biggest loss a child can suffer. "7 

-Dr. James Garbarino, Ph.D. 
Co-director, Family Life Development Center and 
Professor of Human Development, Cornell University 

The death of a parent is a deeply painful experience at any stage of life. The loss of 
a parent early in life can have particularly devastating effects, including difficulty achieving 
and sustaining intimacy and loss of ability to express anger. The violent death of a parent, 
which occurs when a parent is killed by a non-accidental force, such as murder or execution, 
is particularly traumatic. Children are more vulnerable to injury from such trauma than 
adults, because their limited experience has not allowed them to become accustomed to the 
presence of violence in their worlds and lives. 8 

The effects on a child of the violent death of a parent include, 

· *sleep disturbances 

*nightmares 

*phobic behavior 

*difficulties with separation 

*aggression 

*increased tension states 

*regressions, such as enuresis, sucking and mouthing objects 

*confusion 

*worry 

*symptoms of Attention Deficit Disorder 

*obsessive-compulsive behavior 

*depression, and 
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*loss of self-esteem. 9 

Long term effects of the traumatic death of a parent include: 

*impaired social functioning 

*lack of confidence 

*mental health disruptions, and 

*somatic and realized health problems. 10 

There is, of course, always the looming specter of substance abuse, particularly for 
DeShawn, now age 13. 

When an individual is in severe emotional pain, there is often 
the desire to avoid that_pain by "numbing out." Unfortunately, 
drugs and alcohol are readily available to most teens and the use 
of these chemicals can become particularly attractive while 
grieving. 11 

"Childhood is the kingdom where nobody dies." 
-Edna St. Vincent Millay 

Even more troubling than the easily quantifiable effects of the death of a parent listed 
above, is the entire change in world view that the traumatic loss of a parent causes. Our 
culture views childhood as a special, protected time, and in fact, a child's sense of safety is 
key to his development. 12 The violent death of a parent robs the child of his innocence. 
The child is hopeless and in despair. 13 He is apprehensive about growing up and skeptical 
about the future. 14 His basic trust in humanity is undermined. 15 

"The child in these circumstances will have to lean 
even more heavily on the support of the surviving 
parent for help in facing the loss, to grieve, and 
mourn ... " 

-Sol Altschul, M.D. 

According to the experts, the well-being of a child following the death of a parent is 
closely correlated with the emotional availability of the surviving parent. 16 The death of 
one parent is the kind of event that makes a child turn to his surviving parent for comfort, 
guidance, and support. 17 

Unfortunately, however, the surviving parent of Kenny Wilson's children will not be 
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 able to play that role. Shortly after Kenny was incarcerated, the boys' mother began abusing 

crack cocaine and alcohol. As a result she began neglecting and physically abusing her 
children. Her behavior greatly surprised Kenny. She was ultimately incarcerated, and has 
had very little contact with the children since. The children's separation from their mother 
makes the likelihood of a healthy and successful grieving process should their father be killed 
highly unlikely. Without modeling and aiding the grieving process, children are likely to 
erect inappropriate defense mechanisms which can in turn lead to aggressive behavior and 
arrest. 18 

The absence of the boys' mother is crucial in another respect. Research indicates that 
children who can withstand some trauma become less and less able to do so as the number of 
obstacles to their development increases. 19 Thus, the execution of DeShawn and Tyrell's 
father will add to the already existing stresses in their lives: 

*growing up in a neighborhood where drugs and violence are omnipresent, 

*growing up poor, and 

*neglect, abuse, and abandonment by their mother. 

As Dr. Garbarino describes, Kenny Wilson has remained one of the few constant 
sources of support for these children. 

Kenny Wilson's children are faced with numerous challenges to 
their development, a pattern of accumulating risk factors. Some 
of these are indicated in the case history -- e.g. family history of 
criminality, incapacitation of their mother due to substance 
abuse, disruption of relationships, low-income; etc. In the face 
of these accumulating risk factors, we must ask, "what are the 
potential sources of resilience in their lives?" There are 
precious few. Their relationship with their father is first and 
foremost on the list. 20 

· 

Losing a parent to execution is different than losing, a parent another way. When a 
parent dies from illness or even homicide, sympathy and community support for the children 
of the deceased abounds. Not so with the children of a person who is executed. DeShawn 
and Tyrone know, or will one day know, that the rage and hatred of the community toward 
their father was so deep and pervasive, that the community saw fit to end his life. These 
children will suffer from the stigma of their father's execution, and internalize the 
community's animosity. These factors would be devastating to the children given that 
research shows that a child may perceive the death of a parent as a response to his value as a 
person. 21 

To have their father killed by the State of Virginia would be an 
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 extremely damaging message to DeShawn and Tyrone, a 

message which, in the larger context of their lives, could prove 
decisive in a negative way, being the proverbial 11 straw that 
breaks the camel's back. 11 The rage, sadness, and social 
isolation it could provoke might well push them into anti-social 
behavior in the years to come. In contrast, a decision to spare 
their father's life so that he might be a positive influence upon 
them might well be the decisive, positive influence needed to 
direct them in a positive direction. 22 

DeShawn is now in the eighth grade. He is involved in sports and is getting A's and 
B's in school. He is now part of the "Achievable Dream" program, through which he can 
get assistance paying for college if he stays in school. DeShawn says it was his father who 
helped him find the motivation to do so well in school. He sends copies of his report cards 
to his father in prison. While DeShawn is doing well, he is a very quiet child. His family 
worries about the pain he carries inside already, and how much more he can take. 

Tyrone has just started the first grade. Much more outspoken than his big brother, he 
recently began getting in trouble for talking back to his teachers. Kenny has been having 
many talks with Tyrone about the importance of behaving in school, and his behavior has 
improved. Tyrone is nevertheless doing well with his school work and has been able to 
impress his father with all the words he can spell. 

It is clear to everyone how much the boys depend upon their father's attention, 
encouragement and support. All agree that there will be no replacement for Kenny in the 
lives of DeShawn and Tyrone. 

"My role is to protect those people who are most frail 
in society and cannot necessarily protect themselves. " 

-Governor Jim Gilmore 

As the governor is well aware, the crime of which Mr. Wilson was convicted took 
the life of a young girl's mother, and involved harm to the girl herself. She may have 
suffered many of the things described in this petition following the death of her mother. The 
Governor is now in the unique position to protect two more children from suffering, by 
commuting Mr. Wilson's sentence to life without parole. 

The Governor's choice not to commute Mr. Wilson's sentence will send the 
unmistakable message to these children that they do not deserve the Governor's protection. 
Executing Kenny Wilson in spite of the obvious damage it will do to his children 
demonstrates an indifference to DeShawn and Tyrone that can only have negative effects. 

If a child's map of the world depicts people and places as hostile, and the 
child as an insignificant speck relegated to one small comer, we must expect 
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troubled development of one sort or another: a life of suspicion, low self
esteem, self-denigration, and perhaps violence and rage. We can also expect a 
diminution of cognitive development and impediments to academic achieve
ment and in-school behavior. 23 

In the words of Dr. Garbarino, 

... the execution of Kenny Wilson would be an extremely damaging threat to 
the development of his two children, truly punishing the sons for the sins of 
the father. It would be a grievous violation of the human rights of the children 
and an act likely to rebound negatively on society in the years to come. 24 

Unless the Governor intervenes, on November 17th, the Commonwealth will execute 
Kenny Wilson. The cold, harsh reality of Kenny Wilson's execution is that it will have 
devastating effects on Kenny's two young sons, Tyrone and Deshawn. 

DeShawn and Tyrone are children at risk -- like their father they are growing up 
poor, surrounded by crime. However DeShawn and Tyrone are children with hopes and 
dreams -- hopes and dreams instilled in them, for the most part, by their father, Kenny 
Wilson. In spite of his own circumstances, Kenny Wilson has remained a consistent and 
positive presence in the lives of his two sons. Determined to ensure that his children to not 
suffer his fate, Kenny has strived to keep in constant contact with his now motherless 
children -- offering them the love, support, encouragment, and guidance they need to 
navigate their way through what Kenny knows will be a most difficult journey to adulthood. 

The legal process by which Kenny's death sentence was imposed and affirmed did not 
consider the effects that sentence would have on these two small boys. It could not: our 
court system must be concerned only with justice -- whether the sentence comports with the 
law. In the interest of fairness, out justice system strives to be unencumbered by human 
passions and prejudices. The wheels of justice cannot stop to consider its impact on the fate 
of two little boys who were not witnesses, or victims or otherwise "relevant" to those 
proceedings. ttt 

Our Governor's clemency power is different. In considering a petition for clemency, 
our Governor can consider what the courts could not -- the impact that Kenny Wilson's death 
will have on two innocent children, DeShawn and Tyrone. Sparing Kenny Wilson's life for 
the sake of his children will ensure that justice is served, while mitigating its effects on those 
who are innocent: 

tttunder Virginia law, evidence of the impact of defendant's punishment on relative is 
nat· relevant to the jury's sentencing decision and therefore not admissible at the penalty 
phase of a capital trial. Coppola v. Commonwealth, 257 S.E.2d 797, 804 (Va. 1979); 
Shifflett v. Commonwealth, 484 S.E.2d 134, 136-7 (Va.App. 1997). 
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 * A sentence of life without parole will satisfy the Commonwealth's need for 

retribution, as it ensures Kenny Wilson will spend the rest of his natural life in prison. In 
most places in the world, the harshest possible punishment. 

* A sentence of life without parole for Kenny Wilson will protect the citizens of the 
Commonwealth, as it ensures Kenny Wilson will never leave prison. 

* A sentence of life without parole for Kenny Wilson will spare his two children the 
needless pain and trauma they will suffer if their father is taken from them when they need 
him most. 

* A sentence of life without parole for Kenny Wilson will send a message to 
DeShawn, Tyrone, and their community that protecting the welfare of these two children 
when we have the opportunity to do so is more important to us as a society than carrying out 
one more execution, because we can~ 

This simple act of mercy will do nothing to undermine the Commonwealth's need to 
ensure that justice is done. This simple act of mercy will mean everything to these two 
young boys, DeShawn and Tyrone. 

Marta K. Kahn 
Virginia Capital Representation 

Resource Center 
1001 E. Main Street, Suite 510 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
(804) 643-6845 

November 10, 1998 

Respectfully submitted, 

KENNETH L. WILSON 
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CORNELL 
U~!VERS!TY 

College of Human Ecology ==~m1ly :..iie w<?vc!t)pmu11c C:nr~r 

G~20 '.\.fa.rtha Van Renssc!~cr l !ail 
~thaca. :-.JY ".~853-·HOl 

November 7, 1998 
Telephone. 607 2.55-7794 
Fax 607 255-1'5€>2 

TO: Marta Kahn, 
Virginia Capital Representation Resouce Center 

FROM: James Garbarino, PhD } · ft /) 
Co-Director, Family Life Development Center, . w::!J,JJfj'IJ..J..._._, 
Professor of Human Development, '-..l 
Cornell C' ni versity 

RE: Clemency Petition for Kenny 'Wilson 

I have reviewed the materials you provided concerning Kenny ·wuson's 
children and their relationship with him- I am prepared to offer an 
assessment based upon that mate,rial and my expertise as a developmental 
psychologist with 25 years of experience studying children, youth, and 
families--mcluding a focus on the imp<ict of violence and trauma on 
development. (A one page bio is appended for background purposes.) 

Child development research (e.g. th<it conducted by Arnold Sameroff Jnd by 
Carl Dunst) demonstrates that to understand the developmental prospects of 
children it is necessary to understand the accumulation of risk factors and 
resilience factors in the child's life. As risk accumuL:ites, resilience becomes 
increasingly import<lnt. I have outlined the implications of this research in 
my 1995 book Raising Children in a Socially Toxic Environment (San 
Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers) and in my forthcoming book on the 
developmental pathways leading to adolescent violence, Lost Boys: Wn.y Our 
Sons Turn Violent and How We Can Save Them (~Y: The Free Press, 1999). 

Kenny Wilson's children are faced with numerous challenges to their 
development, a pattern of accumulating risk factors. Some of these are 
indicated in the case hislory-- e.g. family history of criminality, incapadttttion 
of their mother due to substance abuse, disruption of relationships, low
incorne, etc. In the face of these accumulating risk factors, we must ask, "what 
are the potential sources of resilience in their lives?" There are precious few. 
Their relationship with their father is first and foremost on the list. Let me 
elaborate. 

Research on fathers separated from their children indicates that it is possible 
for physically separated fathers to be a vital force in the lives of their chi1dren. 
To accomplish this, a father needs to be ''psychologically present" in the life of 
his children. This is done through the child receiving repeated messages that 
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their father thinks of them, cares about them, and is concerned about their 
behavior. Separated fathers do this through remembering birthdays and 
holidays and communicating with their children on these special days. They 
do it by providing feedback on their children's day-to-day lives, perhaps 
offering guidance and advice in light of the father's own experience. On the 
basis of the material presented, I believe Kenny Wilson is capable of and 
motivated to be this kind of "psychologically present although physically 
absent" father. 

This role is all the more important in the case of Deshawn"' and Tyrone"', 
since their mother appears to be both psychologically and physically absent. I 
should point out that I have witnessed this process of an incarcerated father 
being psychologically present although physically absent in other cases of 
incarcerated men with whom I am familiar. For the last three years I have 
been involved in a project interviewing incarcerated young men (including 
men on death row or serving life sentences). One of the common themes in 
these interviews is the critical importance some of these men attach to their 
role as father in the life of their children. Often, this relationship is the basis 
for their willingness and ability to decide that life in prison is preferable to 
death. I have heard from several men that the only reason they wish to 
continue living (when faced with life imprisonment) is to be alive and 
available to their children. This is a positive powerful motivation. 

The death of a parent is the biggest loss a child can suffer. It lets loose 
extremely powerful feelings and psychological forces (as is evident in the 
"victim impact" statements made in court by the offspring of murder 
victims). To have their father kill~d by the State of Virginia would be an 
extremely damaging message to Deshawn and Tyrone, a message which, in 
the larger context of their lives, could prove decisive in a negative way, being 
the proverbial "straw that breaks the camel's back." The rage, sadness, and 
social isolation it could provoke might well push them into· anti-social 
behavior in the years to come. In contrast, a decision to spare their falhcr's 
life so that he might be a positive influence upon them might well be the 
decisive positive influence needed to direct them in a positive direction. 

In my professional opinion, the execution of Kenny Wilson would be an 
extremely damaging threat to the development of his two childrenr truly 
punishing the sons for the sins of the father. It would be a grievous violation 
of the human rights of the children and an act likely to rebound negatively 
on society in the years to come. 

*Note: At the request of Mr. Wilson's lawyer, I have changed the names of 
the children to protect their privacy. 

- 2 -

. . . 



This document is housed in the Capital Punishment Clemency Petitions (APAP-214) collection in the M.E. Grenander 
Department of Special Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University at Albany, SUNY. 
 
 
 

filom,phical Sketch 

JAMES GARBARINO, Ph.D. 
Co-Director, Farruly Life Development Center 

Professor, Human Development 
Cornell University 

. James Garbarino served as President of the Erikson Institute for Advanced Study in Child 
Development from 1985 - 1994. He earned his B.A. from St. Lawrence University in 1968, and 
his Ph.D. in Human Development and Family Studies from Cameli Cniver.sity in 1973. 

Dr. Garbarino has served as consultant or advisor to a wide range of organizations including ti1e 
National Committee to Prevent Child Abuse, the ~ational Institute for Mental Health, the American 
Medical Association. the National Black Child Development Institute. rhe ~ationaI Science 
Foundation, the ~ational Resource Cenrcr for Children in Povenv, Childwatch International 
Research Network and the U S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and ;-..;cglect. In 1991 he 
undertook missions for UNICEF to assess the impact of the Gulf War upon children in Kuwait 
and Iraq, and has served as a consulcant for programs serving Bo':;nian and Croatian children. 
Books he has authored or edited include: Prot~un~ Children Frnm Abpse and :\cgleci: (1980); 
C.nderstandin& Abqsive Families (1980; Second Edition, 1997); S.t:ccessful Schools and 
Cnmpetent Student~ (1981); Children and families in the Soci;tl Enyironn~.ent. Second edici.on 
(1992): Social Support ~etworks (1983); Adolescent Develoomenr- An Ecolngical Persoective 
(1985); Troubled Youth, Troublaj Families (1986); The Psvcholo~allv B~nerc<l Child (1986); 
Special Ch1ldrcn/Soecial Ri<;ks: The Malrreurment of Children wuh Qisabilitie~ (1987); ~ 
Children Can Tell Ui (1989); No Pl~ce To Be A Child; Growin~ t::o In A Wur Zone (1991): 
Savin~ Child~n: A Guide to In1ury Pr~ve.ntiori. (1991); Towards A Sust:iinable Society: t\n 
Economic. Social, and Enyirorunental A)ienda for our Ch.ildreu's Future (1992): Children i11 
Dan~r: Copin~ With The Consequences of Communitv Violence (1992); for children, Let's Talk 
About Liyinti in a World with Yiol)!nce (1993), Raising Children in a Sociallv Toxic Enviranment 
(1995), and Lost Boys: Why Qur Sons Turn Vjolent and How We Can Save Them (in press). 

Dr. Garbarino has been a consultant to television, magazine, and newspaper reports on children 
and families, and ln 1981, received the S i!ver A ward at the Internation~ Film and Television 
Festival of New York for co-autJ1oring "Don't Get Stuck There: A Film on Ado1esc.:ent Abuse." In 
1985, he collaborated with John Merrow to produce "Assault on the Psyche," a videotaped 
program dealing with psychological abuse. He has served as a scientific expert witness in criminal 
and civil cases involving issues of violence and children. 

The National Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect honored Dr. Garbarino in 1985 with it.11 first 
C. Henry Kempe Award, in recognition of his efforts on oohalf of abused and neglected children. 
In 1975, Dr. Garbarino was named a Spencer Fellow by the National Academy of Education and, 
in 1981, named a National Fellow by the Kellogg Foundutlon. In 1979, and again in 1981, he 
received the Mitchell Prize from the Woodlands Conference on Sustainable Socieucs. In 1987, he 
was elected President of the American Psychological Association's Division on Child, Youth and 
Family Services, In 1988, he received die American Humane Association's Vincent De Francis 
Award for nationally significant contributions to child protection. In 1989, he received the 
American Psychological Association's Awurd for Distinguished Professional Contributions to 
Public Service. In 1992, he received the Society for Psychologic<i.l Study of Social Issues prize for 
research on child abuse. In 1993, he received the Brandt F. Steele AwQfd from the Kempe 
N~~o~al Center on Child Abuse and Neglect Tn 1994 the American Psychological Association's 
D1v1s~on on Child, Yomh and Family Services presented him with its Nicholas Hobbs Award. 
Also. m 1994, he received the Dale Richmond Award from the l\merlcan Acad<;rny of Pediatrics 
Secuon on Behavioral and Developmental Pediatrics. In 1995, he was a\vaJded an honorary 
Doctor of Humane Leners by St. Lawrence C'niversity. 

July 1998 
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SELECTED CORRESPONDENCE FROM 
THE CHILDREN TO KENNY WILSON 

*Copies of these materials which have been made available to the Governor's staff include 
the children's names. Counsel respectfully requests that these not be made public. Redacted 
copies of the letters will be available to interested parties outside the Governor's office. · 
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ti~?5~P?0 " --· ~i:f ,, .... ~· .;;, .l'Blltc,:·· ~-.4c·c~~;li~h~~·suc~es~fully. at this ri~e 
(~ .. , ' 'i.: .Progressing, but ~~~ds fu~th~r -e~periences 

Uses class materials purposefully . __ ., 
Cleans up after work and play · · · .,... r · 

Assumes responsibility for belongings _ ... 
Listens-to'.and ·follows"directiori's '.,,.~~;;;··.·:·· 

Completes a task -~ .. ;"'.:.,:;...~~-.;.:<o;:"';~~::ei~?-~h' 

Takes time to do best work . 
· Maintains attention for a reasonabfe.j:i€riod o 
Works and plays well independently ·.~,,;~.::··~ · 
-\--~'};.~~~~~Wiffisman gr-6U'P-ir~1':.?:. · 
~'"'"";-'!'<:.~+"·\'='~With ·the-wnole .. cras5''f1!;2· :. 

Listens when others speak ; '·~ . ,, .. , .. : .. .::,.£.'.··'"· 

Follciws'c!iiss ·e'x··· ecfatlons rand .. safe@"'" rufes 
. '5i~~~2r:;~~~jif.t~~~~~~~t;~f.:?~~~1;~ifi~-t~~·¥~~ ., 
SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL/PERSC 

Expresses emotioriS" ih an acceptable manner 
rs-iJ.iiliin5fto'taI<irurns'Y''~;:-r*>t~~1.:f•~,,..: 
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Nov~l6-9B ll:44P 
- ' P.02 

H,UMAN RIGHTS WATCH 
350 f.itth Avcm1=. '.14th Fl1n>f 
Nc\v Yrn·k. New Y•"k I()! I g.·U99 
Telephone~ 2l:Z.21r, 1245 
Facs1mik: 212. 7 11;. 1:100 
E-nrnil. hm:hi::nm(<l!hrW.llfg 

Wc:h.sif..:. hup.1/www.lll'w.nr;.; 

KCIU\~lh Rolh 

!:Xr:"'vttv~ f)ir~c;Wr 

Ml1..hl!.l~ Alex..ulc.lt;i 
/)~'l-'alUJ1't1rn1 f)irr:c.·1or 

CarrnU nogert 
Commu111cafinn.'i JJirtJCt()r 

R•eiJ lltudy 
A d'-,incac.)" JJirc.tctnr 

l.!ymhioi nmwn 
/

1rr1xram D1r1u:lor 

R.vh.ira OusJiclnin 
F'111cm,·r ,, Adml!ft.tlralinn 

Virpfctn1· 

Sus~n n~no~· 

A.1.rvC1<1tfl Di~c.·iur 

Wil~cr Tnyler 

<Jt'nei.ral <7ni.m'd 

I oUe: Ldd1t 
lln.i.r<<is Oj}io·o /.111,~lnr 

Jo~nn• We•chki 

IJ11i1od Nall<>fl.< 
Rt1.prRunlu!ivc..· 

DMSTON l>IK.l!!CTORS 
P"ter T~IU1iimh11rlrle 
A/rfrcl 

Jo~~ Mi~ud v1nnc:" 

!iidn~y R fo111:0 

t'iritt 

Holly C~r"t11Cl' 
lir'1'0~ n.tul ()~ntrul A.sit• 

H~nny M~.14 .. Uy 
MititJI~ Fmt mid !Yr>r/b ".!/"rii:«' 

)oost H. T-11!1.,m .. 1111 

Lois Wlilfm1411 
c,'bildnm 'r Rilfb/I 

l\cgau r;. lllilrh 
WQmr.n 1t Ri.sbt¥ 

llClhlW OF DIRF,C:TOHS 

C:Jwir 
J{obto11 L. Bcm.11ttr:m 
Prrundin,x ('hair 

t,J~·' Antl~r~tm 
W1l!1am Carmidu1cl 

D0rnthy Cullman. 

Ginn D0<pre< 
Adrion W D<W1nu 
Irene [)1amcmtl 

Fions DT11\-F•nm1 I !er 
Edith Ev~r•tt 
Van~n (;rr:gnn:in 

Alir.• ll I l<nkin 
Sterh•n I.. Kil., 
M;irina PmltJ K.llufman 
llruouKl•t>ky 
11.uu!J Hu11&ju Kl)h 
Jnsh Mailmilll 
::;amucl K. Murumh.1 

N ovcrnhe.r 16, I qgs 

The I.lonorable James S. (;ii more 111 
Governor ol' the Comrm.1nwP.alth of Virginia 

Offica of the~ Govcm<..ir 

· State Cilpitol, 3rd Floor 
Richmond, Virgi11i;1 2:j219 

By fascimilc: (804) 371-2655 

.:.~:::·: .. 

.. :;:::·.:.::·:: 

··::. 
: •'·:::i~::: 

.)'·~~~ .. ' 

We arP. writing to 11 rge you to commute the death sentence of K~nnP-th Wilsou. \:Ir 

Wilson ic; scheduled to he executed on Tucsduy, November 17. 

In this case, WP. aro partic11brly disturbed hy the devastating i:>ffod that Mr. Wilc;on's 
l~Xccutio11 would hav1~ Oil tht) lives or his two y0ung sons, I )!-!Shawn and Tyr<.HJ('. (Tlic· 
diildrcn's 1w.rr1<~s h::i.vc bcc11 changed to prokct thP.ir privacy.) Mr. Wilson's clcnwiw\' 
pctitiori documents th<:• dP.pth of his rdatinnship with his childrt'n, one that is 

cxcc~ptionally stro11g for an incarc:erat.~d part:nt. In comid1·ri11g Mr. Wilson·~ c:l1·1:1!·11cy 

pditinn, you may consider what the jury and the courts cc.mid not: the impact uf Mr 

Wilson's death <.>n his two children. 

H 11ma11 High ts Watch is the largei;t U.S.-bascd illternational human rights 
org11.1iization. We oppos~ capital punishm!-!nt in all circumstances li~canse of its 
inlwrcnt cruelty. w~""! believe that execntions arc oi'tcu <:arriPcl 011t in an arbitrary a11d 
discrimirwtory manner, inllictecl primarily on the most vrilnerahle-the poor, 
miuorith~s, and mcutully ill nr retarded pcr~ollS, Tli~ intrinsic fallibility of all l'rinii11al 
jll..;t.ict~ systems l'llSUr~s that even when full duP. prncf~ss of law is rcspcdcd, innoc('nt 
pnsons arc somet:imP-s t'!Xecutcd. Therefore, WP. opposo all executions uuder law 
whenever and wherev~.,.r carried out, irrP.spt=!ctive of the crime aml the JP.gal procc!is 

l8ading to their implementation. 

We 11rgt'! you to grant clemency for Kenneth Wilson. 

Sincerely_, 

t'e:t.ur Uanu) 

K•lhkcn J'crati~ 
Ut\100 Rsbl> 
~iQiirl Rnu!l>in~ 

,\nit• RouiJ1clc. 
U1vilk :;chcll 
Sid $h~inh.rg 
(T~ry (f_ Sldc 

M;,,Jcoim S:mtb 
i"Jnmn:i St;mtnn 

Maya Wiley 

-llir~ 
Allyson Collins 
Sc'nior Hc•sc~arc:her 

lllilJSS1'.l.S HU~(; KO!'l<l LONDON I.OS ANC;J~Ll:S MUSl'OW NEW VORk' nm DE JANEIRO WASH IN(;!()_, 
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The Center for Children of incarcerated Pare·nts 

November 12, 1998 

The Honorable James S. Gilmore IU 
. Governor, Commonwealth of Virginia 
State Capitol, Third Floor 
·Richmond, Virginia ~3219 · 

Dear Governor Gilmore: 

, ' 

The Center for Children of Incarcerated Parents requests that you consider the following 
information in making a decision regarding clemency for Kennetii l. Wilson. Mr. Wilson 
is scheduled to be executed on November 17, 1998. In the tnterests of his children, who 
have committed no crime but who will experience sustained punishment as the result of his 
execution, the Center asks that you commute Mr. Wilson's sentence to life imprisonment 
without the possibility of parole. 

. 
Parents do not cease to be parents when they commit crimes or are incarcerated. Children 
of criminal offenders, while indirectly victimized by parental conduct and its consequences, 
continue to love and need the love of their parents. The Commonwealth of Virginia has an 
exemplary history of consideration oJ the needs of child victims, iocluding children of 
prisoners. In 1993, the Commonwealth passed legislation recognizing these children as a 
special population and authorizing a variety of research and service interventions on their 
behalf. In 1994, this Center collaborated with the Commonwealth's Department ofMental 
Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services on a training manual for Virginia 
numan services professionals working with children of incarcerated parents . 

. 
Mr. Wilson's execution would be powerfully traumatic for his children. Based on a review 
of the literature on childhood bereavement and nine years of expt'!rience with over 6500 
children ofcriminal offenders, the Center for Children of Incarcerated Parents has identified 
nine predictors of pathologic reactions to parental .death. All chHdren \vho ~xpericnce 
parental execution meet five of these criteria: 

1. Parental death' occurs by violence and by human.agency. 

2. Parental death follows' extended parent-child separation. 
The average time spent on Death Row is about 1 O years; minor children of exec"uted 
persons have spent most of their childhood with a parent on Death Row. 

3. Parental death occurs when the child has ambivalent feelings about the parent. 
By definition, victims dre blameless deaths and their children have no conflicts to 
resolve related to a murdered parent's behavior. Children of perpetrators, however, 
must not only struggle with the loss of a parent to• incarceration, but also with 
co.nflicts created by their parent's offenses.· Resolution of such conflicts may take 

65 South Grand Av1mue • Pasaderia, California 91 \05 • 626-397-139& 

' ' 
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place over time a~d is facilitated by the partidpation,.of the parent in the resolution 
process. More typically, these issues remain unresolved among children of criminal 
offenders and may be significa~t contributors to the high rates of juvenile and adult 
offendi11g by these children. When a parent rs executed for criminal behavior, 
resolution o( important emotional and developmental issues-including an acceptance 
of the parent by the child, and therefore the child'-s acceptance of him/herself-is 
unlikely to occur. 

4. The child experiences distortions of communication a.bout the parent's death and/or 
the circumstances surrbunding parental death are not articulated. 
Children, and especially young children, need to talk freely about traumatic events 
in order to get over them. Parental offending is typkally accompanied by a variety 
of circumstances-including forced silences and caregiver shame-that prevent 
children from acknowledging their experiences with and feelings about their parents. 
Parental execution is even more likely to keep children from expressing their 
emotional reactions to loss. 

s. Parental death occurs in the absence of an appropriate grief environment and 
support from family and/or community. 
The wel)-documented stigma, shame and social isolation associate? with parental 
incarceration are significant contributors to the emotional and behavioral reactions 
seen among children of prisoners .. There is likely to be an even greater loss of 
family/community support for children following parental execution. 

Since the majority of state-executed persom have a history of criminal offending and prior 
incarcerations, most children who e)fperience parental execution meet three additional 
criteria: ~ 

6. The c~ild has witnessed ,family or community violence prior to the parent's death. 
Domestic violence has been found by a variety of investigators to occur in more than , 
nine out of ten families of criminal· offenders. Our studies have found that a maJority 
of children of criminal offende~ have also witnessed some form of community 
violence. \ 

7. The <::hild receives inadequate or unstable care following parental death. 
8. The ~hild does not receive adequate intervention following parental death. 

Two of the three characteristics which distinguish children of criminal offenders from 
their peers are a lack of emotional support and an inadequate quality of care. As a 
group, they are the least likely of children to·receive adequate care and intervention 
following any type of parental death, including parental execution. 

Early parental loss in and of itself is strongly associated with negative long-term outcomes 
induding depression, mental illness and suicide. Parental crime, arrest and incarceration 
are strongly associated with juvenile and adult offending. In the interests of all children and 
their communities, the combination of these ex~eriences in parental execution should be 
avoided. 
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Following his execution, Mr. Wilson will be dead and no longer subject to punishment but 
his children wiil,live and continue to experience the above effects for the rest of their 1.ives. · 
In the interests of these children, the Center for Children of Incarcerated Parents appeals to 
you 'as the Governo( of the Commonwealth of '(irginia to corn;ider commuting the sentence 

qf Mr. Wilson to life without parole. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions about this letter at 626-397-1396. Thank 
you for.your attention to this request.· 

,. 

•. 

, . 

.. 

w • 

.... 
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 

AT CHlCAGO 

omce of the Dean CMC 309) 
Jane Addams College of Social Worl<. 
1040 West Harrison Street 
Chicago, Ulinois 60607-7134 

November 17, 1998 

James S. Gilmore III 
liovemor of the Commonwealth of Virginia 
State Capitol, Third Floor 
Richmond, VA 23219 

De~r Governor Gilmore: 

T-633 P.02 F-910 

I am writing regarding Kenny Wilson who is scheduled for execution by the state of Virginia. 
I do not know Mr. Wilson, nor his family. Sources close to his family have told me, 
however, that he is and always has been close to his children, and has been a father to them 
even whik i:n. prison. They also note hGw much Mr. Wilson's cblldren and other family 
members love and care about him and speak of the pain and difficulties the family is 
experiencing as they deal with his crime, incarceration, and death sentence. 

As a university professor I have spent years studying crime and justice and the impact of 
social responses to crime on children and families. The findings of my research are 
published in major journals and textbooks; are often cited by television journalists and 
newspaper reporters covering stories on prisoners, victims, and families; and have been the 
basis for the development of family-oriented programs in prisons, including some in Virginia. 
My re.search, as well ~s that of other social scientists, has consistently demonstrated that 
policies designed to punish criminals often have devastating, though avoidable, impacts on 
their children and families. Thi~ .re~earch also ciemnnstr::itP.s th.::it wh.P..11 there is a political 
will, most policies and practices can minimize undue pain and suffering for families while 
simultaneously meting out punishment, protecting community safety, and assuring a 
restorative focus for victims. 

Sometimes it is difficult, despite research and logic, to understand how a person who has 
been convicted of a violent crime or a prisoner facing a long prison term can be a good parent 
and have a positive influence on his children. Studies of children. who grow up in father 
absent homes report, for example, hlgh rates of school failure, delinquency, drug use, and 
adult criminality for children so affected. A closer look at parent-child relationships reveal, 
nowever, that children who maintain ongoing, regular contact and emotional closeness with 
the absent parent and a.re nurtured and protected from traumatic incidents have far fewer 
negative consequences than other children. 

. UIC 
Phone (312) 996-3219 •Fax (312) 996-1802 
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While it may be difficult at first glance to understand positive parenting behaviors aroong 
prisoners, it is not so difficult to discern, even in the absence of research, how experiencing 
the State's planned death of one's kin, particularly the parent of a young child, would have a 
long term, irreversible negarive family and community impact. I, therefore, have several well 
grounded scientific reasons as well as logical and humane ones to ask you to consider how 
Kenny Wilson's execut10n will affect his children. Would nor an alternative, such as a life 
sentence, also serve the goals of justice? 

( 

Frequently, when I am interviewing research participants or working wHh program clients, 
they respond to a question I ask with a question of their own. Typically. that question is of 
the nature of "Well, what would you do if.. ..... " In this particular instance, there is a body of 
research more substantial than my own plus years of practical experience which say that the 
goals of justice can best be served by measures other than the death penalty. When the 
ultimate decision regarding life and death lies in the hands of one individual, however, that 
inc.ti viuual .inul:it muve beyond :scientific l:itudies, practical experience, cries for vengeance, and 
political expediency. The what "if question" that is often posed to me in my work comes to 
mind _____ _ 

What would you want, instead of execution, if it were your son and your grandchildren ? 
What would you decide if it were your son and your grandchildren? 

I hope my comments are helpful to you during this very difficult tme and in addressing this 
very complex social, emotional and political issue. 

Sincerely, 

/i;,n~~f!A-
Dean and Professor 

CFH!bt 
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PRISON FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICES, INC. 
(Formerly Prison Visitation Project) 

1 North Fifth Street • Suite 400 • Richmond, VA 23219 • (804) 643-2401 

Tue Honorable James S. Gilmore, III 
Governor of the Commonwealth 

of Virginia 
State Capitol, Third Floor 
Richmond, VA 23219 

Dear Governor Gilmore: 

November 9, 1998 
/ 

I am the Executive Director of Prison Family Support Services in Richmond. I have 
spent eight years working with the families of incarcerated men and women. 

A father, even an incarcerated father, is crucial to the development of young boys, 
especially ones that have no other meaningful male role model. Fathers, despite their 
confinement, can offer crucial ongoing communication with their children which includes 
guidance, discipline, nurturing, and love. In my experience, bringing a child to visit his 
part:ni in prison allows the child to experience these things in a concrete way. It has also 
been my experience that incarcerated fathers are able to make a powerful exampie of 
themselves, showing their children that they have made a mistake and that they are paying 
the price -- at the same time remaining a living example of this lesson and being a constant 
source of encouragement to their children not to take the same path. 

Fathers like Kenny Wilson can constantly remind their children that they can be 
better, and do more. This is especially important where the children are from backgrounds 
in which they get little community support, and often receive damaging messages from others 
regarding their parent's status. From what I have learned about Deshawn and Tyrone, this, 
is exactJy the kind of encouragement they receive from their father, not only through their 
visits, but also through their phone calls and letters. 

While it is sometimes hard· for adults to remember, a child's father, no matter what 
his circumstances or background, is still his father. In my experience, what is most 
important to a child is to know that their father loves them and that he is safe. The execu
tion of their father will be extremely traumatic for DeShawn and Tyrone, although it is likely 
to affect them in different ways. Young children, like Tyrone, are aware of the loss, but 
often do not have the maturity to handle the grieving process. The sudden separation, 
however, especially, as in this case, where there has also been maternal separation can be 
devastating to later development. Older children, like DeShawn, often manifest their grief in 

• UNITED WAY 
-5 E R V I C £ 5 
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 aggressive behavior. This would be a tragic turn in the successful course DeShawn appears 

to be following at this point. 

I respectfully request that you take into consideration the irreplaceable role that Kenny 
Wilson plays in his sons' lives and the likely effect his execution will have on them when 
you decide whether to grant clemency. Your decision to grant clemency will protect these 
children and let the cycle of violence end here. 

incerely, . -/ · ·'· · tA)lLL 

Executive Director 



This document is housed in the Capital Punishment Clemency Petitions (APAP-214) collection in the M.E. Grenander 
Department of Special Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University at Albany, SUNY. 
 
 
 

Novembor 10, lMS 

. . 
Honorable James S. Gilmore, III 
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia 
State Capitol, Third Floor · 
PJchmonci, Vir3inla 23219 

Oca.r Governor Gilmore: 

I am a physician spec1alizing in Child and Adolescent 'Psychiatry at Sta.ot'ord Universi
ty School of Medicine. A short <iescription of my qualifications ia appended to this lerter. 1 
have: had extensive experience reeearching and treating the effects of trauma on children and 
adolescents. l wai.: asked tc aHcss the likoly psychiatric and emotional effects that the 
i:x.ecution of Kenny Wilson wm have on his children, DeSbawn, age 13, and Tyrone, age 
51, 

The loss of a pa.rent ls a si~nificant tre.UIIUitiC event in any child's life. The death of 
Kenny Wilsac. llt the hands of the state::, compounded by the abandonment of the childten by 
tbe boys's mother wilt be,partiC1.1larly traumatic for DeShawn and Tyrone. The impact of 
such a loss will have long lasting consequec.ces on the cognitiv~. emotional and psychological 
development of these two young boys. 

• ',; \J 

It ts well docwucnted that children that suffer this type of traumatic event may 
express an array of cognitive problems whic;h lead to difficulties in scbool. inclu.ding poor 
acadomic pcrfuIIIlillce 8Jl4 the inability to succeed in a regular cla!!s room. In this respect, 
the death of Kenny Wilson will h1£ve a. particularly profound effec.t on. his soDS, as it is my 
understanding that Mr. Wilson ~ntinually encourages t.he chilaren to stay ill school, and · 
stresses education as means to avoid hi!S situation. · 

tn additlon, it appears that Kenny Wilson b..Bs"been a stablo and involved figure in the 
lives of the iwo boys. The c)lildren rely on their father ro help them develop self·cstcettl, 
make critical life choices. ~.d assess the COf\sequences of their actions. The loss of their 

'Mr. Wilson's eourucl asked that 1 use these names in order to protect the children's 
identity. 
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 father at thia cruc.lal time may impact the children· s ability to form important attachments 

later in life wtth oth6ra who may be iniportlnt in their development -- including family 
members, t.aachers, a2ld peers. lf this wtr= to occ.JJr, it would affUt their global develop~ 
ment and put them at risk fur abuse, ne!l;lc:ct, substll.llCC abuse, dolhlquorwy !lJlrl psychological 
problems. 

These children will also be significantly more vulnerable to psychiatric problems 
wcludingi attcntioDal. problems, disruptive behavioral problems, depression, suicide, 
substaoce abuse and conduct ctisorder. al1 of which will require medical and/or psychiatric 
treatment. 

, Overall r.be trauma of the execution of their father Will umtermine the self defenses, 
self identity 1 and self value of these very young and vulnerable children. The already 
&trained emotional and financial resources of other family members make it more likely these: 
children will not get the support services they need, lt is my professional opinion that the 
impact of this traumatic ovent will havo a negative impact and cau11e damagittg effects which 
may later result in their involvement witil the Juvenile Justice Sy!item. 

I urge you ts.ke into cousidt'!ratian the dovnstatini and long la.sting effect! Kenny 
Wilson's execution Will have on his children in your review of Mr. Wilson's petiriot'I for 
executive clemency. 

Sincerely. 

Za.kee Man hew~, M. D. 
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 Profes~jonaI B&;;kBrourirl of Zme Matthews. M, D, 

1 am a physiciBn licensed to practice in the state of California and specialize in the 
filed of psyc:.hiatry. I am ourrcntly the Medical Director of the Adolescent Alcohol and Oru.g 
Treatment Center Program at Stanford Universiry School of Medicine in w Depamnem of 
Psychiatry a.nd Behavioral Scici:icos, PivM~ of Child Psychiatry and Child :Oev~lopmenr, 
where I have also .11erved a.; a clialcal Insm.i.ctor since 1994. In addition to my role a.s 
medical director aIJd my academic appointment, I currently serve as a consultant to the 
California Youth Authority (CYA), O.H. Clase School in Stockton, Ca.l.ifornia, where I am 
responsible for the medication clinic which proviues scxvices to over 300 wards as well as 
assessments of vaticus psychiatric problems. 

Fram 1994-1996, I was the Medical Director of the Comprehensive Partial Hospital
ization Program at Lucille Slater Packard Children's Haspjtal at Stanford UniVersity. I have 
worked a! the Di.rector of Stanford's Child Psychiatry Fellows School Colll'!ultations ro the 
Palo Alto School District. I have afso served as a cowulting psychiatrist to Community 
Companions in Santa Clara Mental Health in San Jose, California, Bay View Hunter·~ Point 
Community mental health ill San Ftanc.isco, CaJlfornia and Haight Ashubry Detox Clinic in 
East Oaklmd, California. 

I receivee my M.D. dciree from the Uni\lersity of MiS&ouri School of Medicine in 
Columbia, Missouri in 1988. I complct~ a rotating internship with the Califot:Ua-Lang\ey 
Potter Psychiatric lrn1titute in San Francisco, California from l9S8-1989, and compete4 my 
residency in psychiatry at tbe Universicy of California, SW! Franci&CD from 1989 to 1992, 
Thereafter, I was appointed in 1992-1994 a.a a F=llaw in Chila and Adolescent Psychiatrist 
the Depanment of Psychiatry and Behavioral Science. Division of Child Psychiatry at 
Startford UniversitY School of Medicine. 

I am currently a member of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry. In 1993, I was the rezipient of ~he Americart Academy of Chlld and Adolescent 
Psychiatry's Presidential Scholar Award. f am also involved in a research project designed 
to identify the psycbolo2kal and psycbo-social correlates of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
in juvenile delinquents at the Callfomia Youth A uthorify (CYA), 0 .H. Close school. 'The 
study evaluates individ~l pcnonaUty traits 1 assesses adjustment and defenses, and. identifies 
adaptive !tyle based on an interaction of self repaned distress and restraint, The purpose of 
such research is to develop ·the tools tllat will allow us ta more accurately identify and 
cbaracteri2e tlw incidence of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder in incarcerated juveniles. This 
in rutn can better equip rehabilitation facilities like the C'l A to address the necessary isroes 
cpnfronted by their population, It is our beli=f tbat the tral,lma•spec.ific programs can better 
adaress the mental health Issues of <it least a third of their t'Dpulatiofl. of children and 
juveniles placi:d at such facilities. At Stanford, I have ser\'ed as Chief of ou.r Trauma Clinic 
designed to proviae comprehensive evaluation and treatment of children and adolescent 
patient~ exposed to various types of traumatic events. 
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People Aligned 

to Replace Injustice and Cruelty 

with Knowiedge 

November 9, 1998 

Governor James S. Gilmore, ill 
Commonwealth of Vrrginia 
State Capitol, Third Floor 
Richmond, Virginia 23204-0506 

Re:Kenny Wtlson Execution 

Dear Governor Gilmore: 

Linda Chiancone 
10315 Longest Road 

Glen Allen, Virginia 23059 

i ~ . ' 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen of the Commonwealth of Virginia and as a PATRICK 
Crusade member regarding the scheduled execution of Mr. Kenny Wilson. 

While I am not disputing the fact that the crime for which Mr. Wtlson has been convicted is a 
heinous crime, I am asking you to consider what Mr. Wtlson has done with his life since the 
conviction. I am referring mainiy to the impact he has had on his own two sons, DeShawn and 
Tyrone. These two young boys have maintained a strong tie to their father despite his 
incarceration and he has .had a profound effect on their young lives. He has used his 
circumstances to educate them so.that they would not follow the path that led to Mr. Wilson's 
end. The boys can visit with their father, speak with him by phone and communicate via letters. 
He encourages them to do well in school and be active in sports which are all positive things for 
these young boys. He is involved in their discipline and is consulted by family members regarding 
decisions that need to be made about the boys. They love and respect him. 

! 

The loss of a parent is devastating for any child. The loss that will take place for DeShawn and 
· ·· Tyrone will be even more devastating because of the way Mr. Wtlson will die, at the hands of the 

state. What kind of message will we be sending to these children? Will this execution destroy all 
the effort and hard work Mr. Wilson has. put into raising his sons to follow the right path? 
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•. 

I have bdieved you to be a fair and just man. That is why I voted for you. I have friends who 
know you personally and speak highly of you. I hope that I will see the fair and just man show his 
face when he looks at the case of Mr. Wilson and I hope that you will consider the lives of these 
two young boys. We do not want two more young lives destroyed because we need vindication 
for a crime that cannot be taken back. I strongly urge you to commute Mr. Wilson's sentence to 
life in prison without the possibility of parole so that he can continue to have the effect he has 
been having on his two young sons. This would be true justice. 

Sincerely, 

4---.cL. d-- .C~.:a..-----. 
Linda L. Chiancone 
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November 9, 1998 

James S. Gilmore, III 
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia 
State Capitol, Third Floor 
Richmond, VA 23219 

Dear Governor Gilmore: 

Our office. esrnblished in 1978, was one of the first legal organizacions in the 
country to focus on prisoners and their chiidren. We are first ha.1d wilm;s)~~s to the 
impact even incarcerated parents can have on their children. 

We have learned that Kenny Wilson is extremely involved in the lives or his 
children. He teaches the older son basic lessons about avoiding drugs and si.2.ytng tr: 
school, and helps teach the younger son a.bout how to behave in s~hool and Lreat his 
elders. More than that, he has been able i:o hold himself out as a living example or 
what paths to avoid, and a constant reminder of the situation tha~ results from lei.king 
the wrong path. Most importantly, however, he appears tu be a.n unusually constant. 
consistent source of love and support for his children. 

In our work we have seen time and time again the ber.efits that fathers like 
Kenny can have on their families. As a result, we work diligently to encourage the 
maintenance of family relationshtps when a parent is incarcerated. We encourage;~ 
incarcerated parenrs to remain tr.at const?.:1t and consistent source of love and support 
for their children as Kentiy Wilson has been. Losing a parem to prison is an 
indescribable trauma for a child. This trauma would be magnified exponentially if a 
'Y"\-:l·.,..~~ .. ~~ 1;;0 q:~r-aa Pn \.,~ f'-:Jt.-~, ... ~,. •'ho <::•~re. 



This document is housed in the Capital Punishment Clemency Petitions (APAP-214) collection in the M.E. Grenander 
Department of Special Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University at Albany, SUNY. 
 
 
 

We rec;uest that yo immute Mr. Wilson's sentence to !if .· ithout parole in ord~r thal 

1
i;.:i :1~ .... cr~!"'! rnay conc::-1;..:~ un tne !iL~i...;r_;c~.::111..1• ~ .. 1 .. ; .• uc.-r 

. gu1dec 'Jy their loving father's hand. 

J)CM\A W,.JLn;;tf-
Donna \Villmott 
Litigation Coordina ror 

~ ... 
. --

Cassie M. Pierson 
S 1aff Attorney 

Karen Shain 
Administrative Director 
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Board af Directors 

Teresa Mathis, Chair 
Washington 

Ricardo Villalobos, Vice Chair 
District of Columbia 

Pat Clark, Vice Chair 
Newjer;;ey 

Sally S. Senior. Secretary 
California 

George White, Treasurer 
Kansas 

Pat Bane 
Virginia 

Barbara Lewis 
Delaware 

Bill Pelke 
Indiana 

Mike Penzato 
California 

Sam Sheppard 
California 

Dale Williams 
Georgia 

Executive Director 
Pat Bane 

Office 
P.O. Box 208 
Atlantic, VA 23303 

757 824 0948 phone & fax 

November 12, 1998 

James S. Gilmore ill 
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia 
State Capitol, Third Floor 
Richmond, Virginia 23 219 

Dear Governor Gilmore: 

Murder Vict.ims' Fan'lilies for Reconciliation is a national organization with 
over 4,000 members. We are the only victims' organazation that includes both 
families homicide victims and of executed persons. Many are surprised that 
this unique mix of members have so much in common. Actually, both groups 
have lost a loved one to violence. The effects of those losses are very similar. 

We are concerned about the impending execution of Kenny Wilson and how it 
will affect his children. One of our members who lost her father to execution 
as a young child tells us how, when she was old enough to understand how her 
father died, it diminished her view of her own worth. Another member whose 
father was executed has needed years of intense therapy and still functions in 
society at a minimal level. 

Kenny's boys are 13 and 6; crucial years in their development. Since their 
mother's incarceration they have lived with Kenny's mother. Their father has 
been a positive influence even from behind bars. To deprive them of their 
father will be devastating. Kenny's sons are doing very well now. This 
preventable loss will deeply wound them and set them back so far they may 
never be able to overcome the damage that will be done. When children feel 
powerless and victimized, they feel rage at those who have caused their pain. 
Just as the children of murder victims focus anger on those who murd~red a 
parent, children of executed persons focus their anger on the state. The result 
is tha,t often children of offenders end up commiting violence themselves. 

-' 

These childreri deserve better. They and all Virginians will benefit if Kenny 
Wilson's life is spared. The example we would set for his children, and for all 
chi.ldren, is that violence has no place in our lives. I urge you to consider the 
effects the execution of Kenny Wilson will have and not punish innocent 
children for the crimes of their father. 

Sincerely, 

Pat Bane 
Executive Director 


